Primary lung metastasis of glioblastoma multiforme with epidural spinal metastasis: Case report.
Extracranial metastasis of glioblastoma multiforme (GBM) is rare, but has recently been reported with increasing frequency. GBM metastases typically present after a biopsy or resection of the primary tumor. An otherwise healthy 54year-old woman presented with recurring pleural effusions originally believed to be from a primary lung malignancy. The patient subsequently experienced a generalized tonic clonic seizure and a right temporal brain mass was discovered. The patient later developed weakness and radiculopathy, and an extramedullary extradural mass spreading from C7 to T6 was discovered. She underwent resection of both central nervous system lesions as well as a lung biopsy, and all pathologic specimens were consistent with GBM. The case presented is unique in that the patient's initial symptoms were related to her metastasis. Furthermore, a purely epidural spread of GBM that respects the leptomeninges and intramedullary parenchyma is highly unusual.